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Amsterdam Special 


The training of I of Laymen 

If the ecumenical movement is as the late Archbishop Temple said, tthe 
great new fact of our day!!, then the renewal of the Church by means of lay- 
training could very well be called the great new hope of our day. 


Lay training is one of the four concerns of the Churches to be consider- 
ed at Amsterdam this month, There is a wide-spread interest in this subject as 
evidenced by the nuaber of lay-training centres which have been developed in the 
past three years, : 


The delegates at Amsterdam will not only have before them a special re- 
port on lay training as they consider this subject, but there will also be avail- 
able for them a new cighty-two page resource book on this same sutject, This 
book is entitled "Professional Life as Christian Vocation" and is edited by Mlle 
Suzanne de Dietrich, resident lecturer at the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey. 


Both the report and the book deal not only with the World Council of 
Churches lay-training centre, the Ecumenical Institute, but with the whole pro- 
blen of lay training, The book contains twelve lay training projects or pro- 
eramies in many different countries. 


The report suggests that there must be a "clear theology about the place 
which the layman, the ordinary church member, has in the life of the Church", 
The fact is also emphasised that 'in most congregations, to say nothing of the 
higher church bodies, it is the clergy who dominate, with the laymen assuming, 
frequently from habit and therefore unwittingly, an all but passive role", The 
Church must come to the realisation and that right soon that "it 15 through the 
laity that the Church meets the problems of the world; it is through the laity 
that these problems will find a Christian solution", 


Three basic issues are to be considered in dealing with this matter of 
laymens 1) the training of laymen; 2) the responsibility of laymen; and 3) 
‘ways and means of such.lay training, The report also presents three questions 
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with particular reference to the responsibility of the World Council of Churches 
in the field of laymen; 1) Should further and continuing work be undertaken by 
the Council in regard to the total problem as it exists within the Churches? 

2) In what ways and to what degree should laymen be engaged in the general work 

of the Council? 3) In what ways should the programme carried out by the Ecumenic- 
al Institute be developed? 


It can be expected that the first Assembly of the World Couneil of 
Churches will give new and increased impetus to what Dr Hendrik Kraemer, director 
of the Ecumenical Institute, calls a programme for "the renewal of the Churchestt 
and what Dr Visser 't Hooft designates as "attacking the world from the inside, 


BePeo Geneva 
‘ie + % 
CHINA Dr Daniel Nelson's Tragic Death 


Dr Daniel Nelson, relief director in China for the Luthcran World Federa- 
tion, his wife and their two children, were among the 25 persons who died when a 
flying boat crashed off the coast of southern China, 


Dr Nelson is the third menber of his family to die a violent death in 
the Orient. His father, the first American Lutheran missionary to enter China, 
in 1890, died in 1926, the victim of a stray bullet during the Chinese Civil 
War, A brother, also a missionary, was killed by Communists in 1932 after being 
held a prisoner for two years, All hres were members of the Evangelical Luther- 
an Church, formerly the Norwegian Lutheran Church, ; 


br Nelson wrote a new chapter in the history of foreign missions when he 
pioneered missionary aviation in China, In July of 1946 he purchased a C47 
trensport from the United States Army, christened it the "St Paul", and used the 
planc to break the bottleneck in the transportation of missionaries and supplies 
to and from stations in various parts of China, He was president of the World 


Missionary Aviation Conference, HeP.S Geneva 
UNITED STATES Ecclesiastical Statistics 


According to the annual report compiled by "The Christian Herald" (New 
York), national interdenominational monthly, church membership stands at 53% of 
the population, "the highest in the United States! history", The total number 
of persons allied to religious bodies - Protestant and non-Protestant - stood at 
77,386,186 at the end of 1947, a gain of 3,713,006 over 1946 (sec E.P.S. No. 24, 
1947) « 


Of this total, 223 Protestant denominations have a membership of 
46,149,676, or a eae more than 60%. Roman Catholic menbership was 25,286,178 
as of January 1, 1947 - a little more than 33%. (Later Catholic statistics 
report 26,075,697 Catholics in the United States). 


The Jewish congregations, "for whom we have had no new figure since 
1936", last listed 4,641,000 - or about 6%. The remaining 1% is divided between 
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such bodies as the Greek and Russian Urthodox (300,600 each), Polish National 
Catholic (250,000), International General Assembly of Spiritualists (150,000), 
and others. 


Commenting on these statistics, the "Herald" said; "America is still p 
preponderantly Protestant, and is likely to remain so for a long while. But 
what do the figures tell about comparative gains made last year? Just this: 
percentage=wise, the Roman Catholics made a sonewhat better gain than the Pro» 
testants", The Roman Catholic Church made a gain of a little better than 3.5%. 
Protestantism reported a little more than 2.6%. 


The largest growth auong Protestant denominations was enjoyed by the 
following Churches; Methodist (8,567,772 in 1947 as against 8,430,146 in 1946); 
Southern Baptist Convention (6,270,207/6,079,305); Presbyterian USA (2,234,798/ 
2,174,530); Protestant Episcopal (2,160,207/2,118,980); United Lutheran Church 
in America (1,778,943/1,748,183); Lutheran Church-lMissouri Synod (1, 469,213/ 
1,422,513); Congregational Christians (1,157,764/1,140,$24). 


The largest growth was enjoyed by church bodies with memberships ranging 


from 200,000 to 1,000,000 and not by the small sects. . E.P.S, Geneva 
U.aS.5.R. The Results of the Church Congress in Moscow 


Contradictory reports have been published in the world press concerning 
the results of the Church Congress in Moscow (see E.P.S. No. 29 and 30), These 
reports are also inadequate, 


The "Religious News Service"! (New York), in its number of July 21st, in- 
cluded a report from Moscow which stated that the Assembly had resolved tc enter 
into close relationships with the finplican and Protestant Churches all over the 
world, "The Patriarchs end Exarchs, attending a Pan-Grthodox Conference called 
by Moscow Patriarch Alexei, agreed that the Protestant Churches - cspecially the 
Anglican - follow canons and rites similar to those ef Orthodoxy which establish 
a basis fr understanding between them, It was not announced whether the Russian 
Church or the Orthodox Churches affiliated with the Moscow Patriarchate would 
send representatives or observers to the First assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in Amsterdam, next month," 


On July 23rd the Tass Agency in Moscow published the news that the 
Churches represented at the Congress had refused to cooperate in the World 
Assembly at Amsterdam, Tass is probably only giving an extract from the resolu- 
tions, and cannot therefore bs regarded as complete, The declaraticn, from 
which the news was circulated in the world press, runs as follows = according 
to the Russian weekly "Les Nouvelles Russes" (Paris, July 30): 


'The subjects under discussion at the Church Congress in Moscow were the 
followings; a) the Vatican and the Grthodox Church; 2) the ecumenival movement 
and the Orthodox Church; c) the hierarchy of the Anglican Church; d) the 
Church calendar. 
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"With regard to the first question, a unanimous resolution was adopted, 
condemning the active réle of the Vatican in stirring up another war and in the 
whole political struggle with world democracy. The resolution states that the 
Popes in Rome 'have always made friends with the powerful in this world! and 
have taken action against the weak and exploited. Today the Vatican is still 
working against the interests of the workers. 'The Vatican is the centre of in- 
trigues against the interests cf the peoples, especially the Slav peoples; it 
is the centre of international Fascism', ‘All Christians, without distinction 
of nationality or confession, must brand this Pol of the Vatican as anti-~- 
Christian, anti-democratic and anti-national', : 


"The resolution emphasises that the Congress draws a sharp distinction 
betweon the Catholic hierarchy with the Pope at its head, and the mass of 
Catholic believers, who are innocent of the crimes comnitted by the Vatican. 


"With regard to the attitude of the Orthodox Church to the so-called 
ecumenical movement, the Congress wmanimously opposed participation in the First 
Assembly arranged in August 1948 by the temporary headquarters of the ecumenic- 
al movement, the World Council cf Churches, in as much as the aims pursued by 
this ierosent are mainly political and anti-democratic and not ecclesiastical. 


"At the same time the Church Congress drew up a ‘Message to Christians 
all over the world', containing an appeal to struggle fcr peace against the 
instigators of war. 


"Resolutions were passed on the same lines concerning the other points 
on the agenda, 

‘ 

"411 the resolutions were signed by Alexei, Patriarch of Mosccw and all 
Russias Kallistrat, Patriarch-Catholicos of Georgia; Gavrilo, Patriarch of 
Serbia; Justinian, Patriarch of-Roumanias Stephen, Exarch of Bulgaria, Metro- 
politan of Sofia; Alexander, Metropolitan of Bmessa in the name of the Orthodox 
Churches of Alexnndria and Antioch (based on a special authority from the 
Patriarchs Christophoros and alexander); Paisij, Bishop of the Albanian Church; 
Timothy, Archbishop cf Bielestock and Belsk in the name of the Polish Church; 
Bleutherius, Archbishop cf Prague, in the name of the Urthodox Church in Czeco- 
slovakia," 


From the above declaration it is clear that the representatives of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate ef Constantinople and of the Greek Orthodox Church took 
only part in the Jubilee celebrations, and were not present at the discussions. 


In addition E.P.S. has received the following details about the 500th 
year Jubilee celebrations and the Church Congress. The two functions terminat- 
ed in a service which lasted two and a half hours in the Trinity Cathedral at 
Sagorsk (about 50 kilometres from Moscow), followed by a dinner in the refectory 
which was formerly the dining-hall of the Russian Tsars in the 17th century 
when they visited the Patriarch, Finally the guests and assembly delegates 
visited the tomb of Tikhon, the first Patriarch cf the Russian Orthodox Church 
after the Revolution who died in 1925 .and is buried in the Donskoi cemetery in 
Moscow. More than 10.000 people could not get into the packed Cathedral for 


the closing service. 
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The sessions of the Congress, which ended on July 18, were incorporated 
in the Jubilee programme. So on July 8 and 9, the Congress took the reports of 
Russian theologians in relation to the above-mentioned matters on the agenda, 
Fron July 13 to 16, after three days' interruption, the Congress resumed its 
work, dividing into four commissions. On July 17 these commissions presented 
their findings to a plenary session, and these were incorporated in the resolu« 
tions which were drawn up on the same evening, 


Before leaving Moscow the delegates visited Leningrad, Kiev and Tbilisi. 
/ EY P.5.Geneva 


The Syrian Church of India and the Russian Patriarchal Church 


In one of its last numbers the "Jcurnal of the Mosecw Patriarchate"! 
published a long article, describing the affiliation of the Syrian Church of 
india to the Russian Orthodox Church. According to a newseitem appearing in 
"The Christian Century" (Chicago, July 21, 1948) by P. Qonman Philip, the Syrian 
Church referred to can only be that section cf it which is under the Jacobite 
Syrian Patriarch who lives at Homs in Syria, who tock part in the Church Con- 
gress in Moscow (see E.P,S.Nos 29 and 30). 


About thirty years ago this foreign Patriarch made the claim that he 
exercised complete spiritual and temporal authority over the Syrian Church in 
India, a large majority of members cf the Church in India, with the bishops and 
clergy, resisted his claims and later organised an independent Eastern Church, 
now known as the CUrthodox Syrian Church of Malabar, It elects its own Indian 
Catholicos, who has Indian bishops under him, That section of the Syrian Church 
which still acknowledges the authority of the Patriarch at Homs is known as the 
Jacobite Syrian Church of Malabar, It has foreign bishops sent in by the 
Patriarch, as well as Indian bishops. According to inquiries made in India, 
the leaders of both sections of the Syrian Church declare that they have not 


heard cf any such alliance with the Russian Church in Mcscows BeP.S. Geneva 
SWITZERLAND International Conference of Christians and 
Jews 


The International Council of Christians and Jews, which has its head- 
quarters in Geneva, recently organised an international conference held at Fri- 
bourg, Switzerland, fron July 21 to 30, 1948. The purpose of the Council is 
to bring together men of good will who are members of the Catholic, Protestant, 
Orthodox and Jewish faiths, in order to promote - through the common moral prin- 
ciples which united them - a new era based on respect for other people's con- 
victions, and to establish fruitful collaboration between Jews and Christians 
to struggle against intolerance and racial prejudice, 


The conference was attended by about a hundred delegates from over 15 
different countries: 33% were Roman Catholics, 33% Protestants, 20% Jews and 
14% of no definite religious confession, The Chairman was Dr Henry Noble Mac 
Cracken, cf New York, one of three honorary presidents of the International 
Council, The opening speech was made by the President of the Council, Mr. R. 
Everett Clinchy. 
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The most important of the resolutions were as follows; an appeal to the 
forthcoming assembly of the World Council of Churches at Amsterdan, asking the 
Churches to take a positive part in the struggle against anti-Semitism; a 
declaration concerning the State of Israel in Palestine; and a declaration on 
the necessity of discovering practical ways of abolishing the causes of mis- 
understanding and intolerance in the countries where anti-Semitism or religious 


persecution are gaining ground. KeP.S Geneva 
KENYA Church Cooperation 


she Christian Council of Kenya is made up of representative's of the 
Diocese of Mambasa, of the Church of Scotland and its associated African Church, 
the Methodist Missionary Society with its associated Church, the Salvation Army, 
the Friends Africa Mission, the Seventh Duy Adventists, the Dutch Reformed 
Church, the Pentecostal Assemblics of Canada, the National Holiness Missionary 
Association, the Church Missionary Society, and the Bible Church Missionary 
Society. In certain matters it has associated with it the two sections of the 
Africa Inland Mission and also the Church of God Mission. 


In a report on its activities the Christian Council of Kenya points out 
that, in order to avoid the building of several small chapels,-the plans for 
the construction of new towns will provide for an adequate church plot to be 
held by the C.C.K. and used by all denominations which can agree to use one 
building, The schools in townships will be rum by joint committecs on which 
Government and the Churches will be represented and wasteful competition avoided, 


The Council is inter-racieal as well as inter-denominational, although 
progress in this sphere has not been as rapid as was hoped, there nas been a 
great improvement in understanding and collaboration. During the war’, the Coun-. 
cil looked after the Church in en area formerly evangelised by a German Mission 
and was able to arrange for that Church to be supervised by one of the larger 
Missionary Societies. Through the other Churches the Council raised the neces- 
sary funds to keep the orphaned one on its feet and thus linked it closer with 
the ecumenical movement, 


The report concludes: "Discussions on Church Urder lie outside the 
sphere of the Council's activities, but our discussions on other matters, lead- 
ing as they frequently do to common action, draw us together in spirit and some 
of us dare to hope that we shall one day see a Union of the Churches in Kast 


Africa,!! EeP.o. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Dr Laubach on the Results cof his Teaching System 


Dr Frank C. Laubach, the well-known missionary and pioneer literacy ex- 
pert, has returned to New York on July 19, 1948, after a nine months tour through 
vleven African countries (see E.P.S. No. 15). Dr Laubach told a press conference 
that more than 250,000,000 illiterates throughout the world have legrned to read 
by using the phonetic method which he advocatese Literacy classes in 63 differ- 
ent Africen languages and dialects were established by Dr Laubach during his 
journey. In 20 years as a missionary educator, he has taught people in 156 
different languages to read. 
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: According to Dr Laubach, the basic principle of his system is the associa- 
tion of pictures, words and syllables. His method - similar in many respects to 
ancien Egyptian hieroglyphics and Chinese characters - uses charts and graphs 
which depict objects or ideas through pictures of familiar objects. The average 
illiterate can learn to read his native tongue in about two wecks, At the end 
of the first learning period, the illiterate is given a diploma in recognition 
of his progress, and introduced to a primer or reader which contains a 1,600- 
word "recognition vocabulary", This list embraces about 90% of all the words 
the pupil will encounter in his native tongue. Once the pupil is familiar with 
Dr Laubach's teaching method, he is urged to teach someone else, This "chain- 
letter" method cf instruction has greatly accelerated the literacy rate among 
world populations, 


During his African tour Dr Laubach was asked to establish literacy pro- 
grammes at a Firestone Rubber Company plantation in Liberia for 30,0CO native 
employees, another for subjects of Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia, and a 
third for the subjects of King Farouk of Egypt. In Mexico last year, the Govern- 
ment taught over one million people to read by their own adaptation of the Lau- 
bach method, 


Dr Laubach has been invited by the Government of Siam tospend two and a 
half months of next year establishing a literacy programme in that country. He 
also plans to visit Korea, Australia and New Guinvwa in 1949, 


_ Dr Laubach'ts work is sponsored by the Committee on World Literacy and 
Christian Literature of the Foreign Missions Conference of North America, 
EeP.so. Geneva 


GERMANY "Christendom Prepares for Ansterdam" 


A little booklet bearing the above title has just been published in Ber- 
lin, in spite of many technical difficulties, concerning the origin and growth 
of the ecumenical movement, which will receive fresh stimulation from the forth- 
coming World Assembly of Churches in Amsterdam - 2 new milestone in its history. 


The purpose of the author, Pastor Brennecke, was "to give the Churches a 
little help in understanding Amsterdam", His short but exhaustive book is de- 
dicated to his fellow-workers in the World's Student Christian Federation, to 
its President Dr W.4. Visser 't Hooft, and to its General Secrctary, the Rev. 
Robert Mackie. It culminates in the following confession; 


"Phe Church has only one tasks; that of proclaiming Jesus Christ as the 
Lord, the Kyrios, in the world and throughout the world. This proclamation is 
the Una Sancta in its perfection, Where it is realised, we may already speak 
today of the one Church in the churches. Where it was realised, the unity of 
the Church has existed ever since the days cf the Early Christians. It points 
towards the last Day, which we all await in faith, when Christ will set up His 
Kingdom before the eyes of ell people." EeP.oeGeneva 


psi pi. ee aan 


abiooses oft ei muteqe eid to 6 sLakoeinen péeed ert yisedand ae 9d : 

od etoeqzuer yom at witnts.«. boddem eth »coeldelive bas ubaow russ tq 
aiqsan har edisdo sees ~ exodontede evemthd bac e0kdg ' 
epsiovs all -edougde stilinst to wemdoatg dgucnid asebs, pay 
base ait ta  getoow owt duods mt ovgnet eviden ell beet of wewol a 
fMoltinacows af smoiqib 2 noviy ai odeted LILt ond .boiveq gaim 
-000,1 2 ankedaoo detdw wbser to tombig 2 of bequbosdat bos 
ebtow wit Ls to R0C jvods aeonidem datl eid? ,"pmLndsoov mobdinge 
atin tstilost ef [iqa oft sonO euganot eviden eld mt ‘cohemcoete. fiw iq 9 
~isloM eli? go0le eadyinoe dosed ot begw ef of xbostom gubdosed etdoaduad 

gions etsy yostesil att betsteleses Yio and iene on a ‘tod 
nee a a ie paciicsie 
‘#O%d Wetetil dalldotes of badass exw dosdved ms wot neabith etd y 
evidon (00,06 wt clwodtd mt soidedantg yaequsd redding, neue 
& bee ,slqoints to oleeelet offs toteud Io steshdes wok weds 
efriwvod ond gutoy dost ooixoM al stayed to wow gail to ateetdua 
+81 sit Yo mottetgchs awo ttedé yd baot of olpeg moLLt kar pons 


aa 


mae 


Oe Es" 


te 


& bas owt baoqeot mi® to sstamertevod sid yd botivak weed aad dl 
o sevstawoo fede at sasetgeny yootudil a yitdelidetes 
oCORt nt sunken wel bas shinwtevh 9 f 


bas ype twdid bixoW mo gets iam) ait yd bowen aL owe daa 


Solitons itu to eae rota) enotsetl aytoro% orig to 
BV OSD: ple Tat 


OE TOR eoxogoxd moby ezine 
- ~~ = 


wel nt bodnildug mood tert end oltis evods edt gaimeed dalseeds A 
aswoty bas atpiso oft yatareonoy yeokt lrelthib Seotadtoot seuss error 

eidtot wit mort noiselomide dovtt evioous LLiw dotdw nomevon Loodrem 

eYIoteia atl at onoteslin wen 9 « mebrat ami mt a to yLldmoesA bixoW 


$ ewiosedd of} ovty of*. sew Saciakoad noteet piles, wit teen | 1 of ha 
- at dood avisewanxe dud duode elf + “eb yodems peitbasse' bas m. wo ail 0: 
oF -coltoxebst asiveluid duobos? ethfuoW ert ak et tos" i of bes 
1VoH ole gyucdutoe® Lotenei) ati of bre J too #4 aozelV , oy 7 rib 
: miolsestnoe gatwollot ont vt nodendimiy a yee 


Tika a 


V 


aid en de bent avesh nrubike Loony to tedd guest eno yiao eal t nf ir 
ai nolicmtoong els? sbivaw odd Juodguewis bas bLsow, wit at ‘’ y ‘edi 7 
Ht eqe yaetts ver ew. poowticor ef tk ortwty snotieotteg et byes), 


to Wires oft .bowkinos asw ék ovad® etotouda ond ak paras 0 a 
asaloy g ebtsita tend yl ors to evab eat oorte oro nee ' 
ech av deo Il iw daiaudd wortw ae wt dows Dba ow. pear benny faye ay 


- - o ix 4 
PV Opts De a 4.) y "aul ; . ffs fision Ve silt wp wt bao j 
RY eur it toi) 


